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Shenley Delos Santos Habana grew up with a natural curiosity about how the 

world works - an interest that eventually ignited a passion for science. She pursued 

a degree in BS Chemistry from the University of Santo Tomas (UST), one of the 

Philippines’ top universities. Now based in the United States, she works at Bio-Rad 

Laboratories, where she has spent six years leading global projects that contribute 

to patient safety and product excellence transforming the organization’s Quality  

Management System (QMS), through global process standardization and 

successful implementation of an eQMS platform. Her story is one of quiet 

determination, grit, and a desire to make a meaningful impact-proof that no dream 

is ever too distant if you're willing to work for it, especially for someone 

committed to finding their way back to Science and purpose. 

Her science journey began when Shenley Delos Santos was born in Zamboanga 

City, Philippines in 1984. She was raised by her grandparents. Shenley was a 

consistent honor student and academic scholar since grade school graduating 

Valedictorian at Immaculate Conception Archdiocesan School in Zamboanga City. 

When she was in high school, many mentors and teachers recommended that she 

go to nursing or medical school. These are careers that are considered more stable 



 
2 

 

or “safer” paths. Watching Forensic Science shows on TV got her interested in a 

career in chemistry. She also excelled in high school chemistry which gave her 

more confidence. She enrolled at the UST College of Science and majored in 

chemistry initially as a pre-med course with hopes of going to medical school. 

During her time at UST, she was recognized as an academic scholar and Dean’s 

Lister, further affirming her dedication and capability in the sciences. Over time, 

she soon realized that she did not need to follow a conventional route such as being 

a doctor or a nurse to make a difference. Chemistry then became much more than a 

major in college - it became a calling! Her biggest problem in college was not 

academic, it was more personal. She moved from her small town in the southern 

part of the Philippines and had a hard time adjusting to the fast-paced environment 

of Manila. She had to learn to be independent at 16 years old, her first time away 

from her grandparents. It was very tough, but it taught her resilience, adaptability, 

and courage. She received her BS degree in Chemistry in 2006. 

WORK AFTER COLLEGE 

Shenley received her first job offer less than 6 months after graduation. It wasn’t 

always easy, but she believed that the right opportunity would come if she stayed 

persistent in her job search. She 

worked as a Pharmaceutical Sales 

Representative at Otsuka Philippines 

Pharmaceutical Inc. and United 

Laboratories, the biggest Filipino 

owned pharmaceutical company. While it wasn’t the path she initially envisioned, 

the role equipped her with valuable skills she continues to use today. She learned to 

communicate, build relationships, and understand the industry from the ground up. 

She also worked as a Pharmaceutical Sales Representative for Novartis, 

Philippines. 

Adding to her multifaceted experience, she also served as Executive Assistant to 

the Cabinet Secretary at the Office of the President in Malacañang, where she 

gained firsthand exposure to government operations. In addition, she became a 

licensed real estate broker, demonstrating her versatility and drive to explore 

different professional paths before eventually moving to the US in October 2017 

with a heart full of hope and uncertainty. She was ready to start over and worked 
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her way up again. She found a job right away but not in chemistry. She worked as a 

Patient Care Coordinator and Manager at a home care agency. It wasn’t her field, 

but it reminded her that no role is ever too small when you’re building your future. 

In November 2017 she met Cecilia Jimenez Weng, a 1977 UST Chemistry 

graduate, at the UST Chemistry Alumni Association in North America 

(USTCAANA) reunion in Long Beach, California. Cecile introduced her to the 

biotech industry. Shenley first worked as an Analytical Chemist/Research 

Associate for a pharmaceutical company in Emeryville, California. Then in 2019, 

she changed jobs and worked 

at Bio-Rad Laboratories in 

Hercules, California. Bio-Rad 

Laboratories is a global leader 

in developing, manufacturing, 

and marketing a broad range of 

innovative products for the life 

science research and clinical diagnostic markets. Shenley’s current job is Global 

Project Manager for the Global RAQA organization at Bio-Rad.  As a Global 

Project Manager, Shenley’s initiatives are focused on global process 

standardization, document management, and continuous improvement across their 

quality systems. These behind-the-scenes efforts are critical as they ensure that 

their products are developed, manufactured, and delivered in compliance with the 

highest standards. At the heart of it all is their goal of providing safe, effective, and 

high-quality medicine to patients around the world. Knowing that the work she 

does helps protect patients and contributes to saving lives - that fuels her passion 

every single day. It’s more than a job: it’s a purpose! 

One accomplishment that she is proud of is leading the global deployment of Bio-

Rad Laboratories electronic Quality Management System to more than 50 % of 

their global sites-with the goal of reaching 100 % soon. This project was once seen 

as almost impossible to achieve. Seeing it through from dream to execution was 

one of the most fulfilling milestones in her career. 

When asked to compare working in the Philippines and in the United States, 

Shenley said that the difference is stark. In the U.S., she has found that hard work 
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is better rewarded. There’s more structure, more protection, and more room to 

grow. Most importantly, she has found a healthier work-life balance here. 

Her career goal is to keep making a difference - not just in products, but in 

people’s lives. Whether through leadership, innovation, or simply showing others 

that someone like her can succeed, she wants to keep pushing boundaries and 

opening doors. 

WORK-LIFE BALANCE 

When asked how she was able to 

maintain a work-life balance, Shenley 

said that it was not easy. There are days 

when the balance feels off. But she’s 

grateful to work for a company that 

values family, and to have a family that 

supports and understands 

responsibilities. Their encouragement 

gives her the strength to do it all. 

Shenley and her husband Mike are kept 

busy attending their three daughters’ 

after-school activities e.g. dance 

competition, and gymnastics. Shenley 

is also active in the UST Chemistry 

Alumni Association (USTCAANA). 

She was the President for two years 

2022-2023 and organized the annual biennial reunion held at Foster City, 

California on July 22, 2023. 

MENTORING OTHER WOMEN SCIENTISTS 

Shenley does not mentor women scientists in a formal capacity as her role doesn’t 

involve direct mentoring. But she always makes time to support and uplift 

colleagues whenever she can. One day, she would love to do more mentoring -

especially for young women starting out in science. 

ADVICE TO NEW GRADUATES 

Be bold and stay curious! Don’t wait for the perfect job - just get your foot at the 

door and keep learning. The job market can be tough, but don’t let that intimidate 
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you. Remember that your worth isn’t in your title; but by your willingness to grow, 

adapt, and show up every single day. Embrace each experience, even the 

unexpected ones- they’re part of the journey! 

HOW CAN WE GET YOUNG GIRLS INTERESTED IN SCIENCE? 

By showing them that science is not just about equations - it’s about impact. Let’s 

help them see the real-world problems science solves, from medicine to climate 

change. There are so many paths within science, and each one is a chance to 

contribute something meaningful. Girls need to see that they belong here, too - and 

that their curiosity can change the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


