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Hannah Rodgers is a Research Scientist in the Department of Agricultural 

Economics at the University of Wyoming. She is working on a grant from the US 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Institute of Food and Agriculture that 

aims to help farmers and ranchers across Wyoming adapt to drought and other 

climate impacts. Hannah has a BA in Biology and Neuroscience from Oberlin 

College in Ohio and a PhD in Soil Science from the University of Wyoming. 

Her science journey began when Hannah Rodgers was born in St. Louis, Missouri 

in 1995. She grew up in Ladue, Missouri a suburb of St. Louis. She graduated from 

John Burroughs High School in Ladue. She went to undergraduate school at 

Oberlin College, located in Oberlin, Ohio and received a BA in Biology and 

Neuroscience in 2018. She became interested in agriculture during college. She 

was studying conservation and wanted to do more applied work, one where she 

was actually working directly with decision-makers and conservationists to enact 

change. She quickly realized that working with farmers to improve the health of 

their landscapes is one of the most effective ways to support conservation goals. 

She enjoyed going to the field and chatting with farmers about the challenges they 

were facing. 



At an internship at The Land Institute, she was able to work with a soil scientist 

who helped her understand the role of soil in agricultural sustainability, and that 

influenced her to pursue soil science in graduate school. 

After college, she had a difficult time looking for a job because she didn’t know 

what she wanted to do. She went through a series of internships and short-term 

jobs before getting a better grasp of what she wanted to do long term and that’s 

when she decided to go to graduate school. She had two jobs, one at a nonprofit 

plant breeding institute and another at the USDA and she realized that all of the 

permanent scientist positions at these institutions have PhDs. After she received 

her PhD in Soil Science at the University of Wyoming, she didn’t have a hard time 

looking for a job. The connections she built with 

partners at different nonprofits and government 

groups during graduate school helped her find a job 

at USDA. 

She is enjoying her current job! She gets to be a 

scientist and does groundbreaking research, while 

still interacting with farmers and other land-mangers on the ground to address their 

challenges. She tries to link their real world lived experiences to the research and 

outreach they do at the university. 

Hannah would like to continue working with farmers and researchers to create 

agricultural systems that are sustainable, resilient to climatic stress, and 

economically secure. She wants to help ensure that farmers can access the 

information they need to support the health of their lands, and that their challenges 

and insights inform how soil scientists do research. Her current interests focus on 

drought adaptation, soil health, alternative grain crops, and supporting farmer-

researcher partnerships. She is not sure where she will end up eventually, whether 

she will be a soil scientist at a university, a government agency, or a private 

company but she is slowly figuring that out. 



In 2019, Hannah became the 

recipient of a Fulbright Scholarship 

and taught English in an 

agricultural community in Nepal. 

The Fulbright Scholarship which 

was founded in 1946 by Senator 

William Fulbright has been 

considered as one of the most 

prestigious scholarships in the 

United States. The scholarship 

offers unparalleled opportunities in 

all academic disciplines to talented graduating college seniors, graduate students, 

and young professionals from all backgrounds. Participants pursue graduate study, 

conduct research, or teach English abroad. 

Hannah has had many publications and has been featured in Mongabay, an 

independent media organization reporting on Nature and planetary challenges with 

a global network of local journalists. She has also been featured on the University 

of Wyoming Reflections Magazine and the Wyoming Public Radio. This last one

 



was about the time she and her co-worker Ryan talked to Hannah Habermann of 

Wyoming Public Radio about how they were fired at their jobs in February,2025 

and how both worries about the future of Wyoming Farms. Ryan is a civil engineer 

who worked with Hannah Rodgers at USDA.  

For more info about Hannah Rodgers accomplishments check out her website 

http://hannahrodgers.cc/ 

WORK-LIFE BALANCE 

For Hannah, work-life balance depends on finding a supervisor who is supportive 

and maintains their own appropriate work-life balance. Her PhD advisors were 

women with families, and they accepted a lot of graduate students with small 

children. This helped Hannah have a perspective focused on expectations around 

workload and priorities. 

MENTORING WOMEN SCIENTISTS 

Hannah works with a variety of graduate and undergraduate students in her current 

job and tries to support them and help them find opportunities in the kind of work 

they are interested in. 

ADVICE TO NEW GRADUATES 

Take things slow! It can take a long time to figure out what you want to do- 

Hannah’s career so far has been much of a winding path than she ever thought it 

would be.  

HOW CAN WE GET GIRLS INTERESTED IN SCIENCE? 

Hannah thinks that girls are already interested in science! We just need to support 

them and make sure they feel engaged and listened to, and we’ll see large increases 

in women in the sciences. 
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HER SCIENCE JOURNEY 

1995- Hannah Rodgers was born in St. Louis in 1995 

2014- Graduated from John Burroughs High School 

2018- Received BA in Biology and Neuroscience from Oberlin College 

        -Studied perennial grains as an intern at The Land Institute 

2019-Fulbright Scholar, taught English in an agricultural community in Nepal 

2021-Featured on an article on Mongabay 

2024-Received her PhD in Soil Science from the University of Wyoming 

- Post-doc with the USDA Northern Plains Climate Hub 

- Featured on the University of Wyoming Reflections Magazine 

2025- Research Scientist in the Department of Agricultural Economics at the 

University of Wyoming 


