
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

The NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries serves as the trustee for a 
network of underwater parks encompassing more than 629,000 square miles of 
marine and Great Lakes waters from Washington state to the Florida Keys, and 
from Lake Huron to American Samoa. The network includes a system of 18 
national marine sanctuaries a
national monuments. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

In the spring of 2000, the Dr. Nancy Foster Florida Keys Environmental Center 

was opened in her honor. The Environmental Center located in Key West, Florida 

includes an 

interagency visitor 

center, as well as 

administrative and 

operational facilities 

for the Florida Keys 

National Marine 

Sanctuary. She 

received the Fred M. 

Packard Award to 

recognize her work 

in establishing marine protected areas. This international merit award is given by 

the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) World Commission on 

Protected Areas (WCPA)and was named after Fred Packard who served as the 

Secretary to the .   

 

 
  



 
 

 

The Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program was introduced in Congress and signed 
into law on November 13,2000. The program was introduced by Senator Hollings 
(D-SC) with co-sponsors Snowe (R-ME), Kerry (D-MA), Stevens (R-AK), Inouye 
(D-HI), Breaux (D-LA), and Cleland (D-GA). The program was introduced by 
Representative Saxton (R-NJ-3) with Representative Farr (DCA-17) as the co-
sponsor in the House. This scholarship is named for Dr. Nancy Foster as a tribute 
to her outstanding contributions in advancing NOAA's mission through her 
leadership, mentorship, and her lifelong passion for marine science. 

The Nancy Foster Scholarship Program provides support for independent graduate-
level studies in oceanography, marine biology, or maritime archaeology (including 
all science, engineering, social science and resource management of ocean and 

coastal areas). 
This program 
is administered 
through the 
NOAA Office 
of National 
Marine 
Sanctuaries as 
mandated by 
the National 
Marine 
Sanctuaries 
Act.  

The Dr. Nancy 
Foster Scholarship Program supports graduate students, particularly women and 
minority students, who are studying marine science, marine archaeology, marine 

Office of National Marine Sanctuaries manages the program and offers up to two 
years of support to  students and up to four years of support to doctoral 
students. Through 2017, 89 percent of Dr. Nancy Foster scholars have been women 
and 17 percent are minorities. Ninety-three percent of the former scholars currently 
work in a STEM field. 

HER LEGACY 

Dr. Nancy Foster would be remembered for 
network of national marine sanctuaries and national estuarine research reserves. 



 
 

 

She will be remembered for her support for diversity and fair and equal treatment 
of all people in the workplace. 

The Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program provides support for independent 
graduate-level studies in oceanography, marine biology, and maritime archeology. 

The Dr. Nancy Foster Habitat Conservation Award was established in 1997 to 
recognize exceptional achievement and dedication to habitat conservation in the 
coastal and marine environment.

The Nancy Foster (R-252) is an 
oceanography vessel named after Dr. 
Nancy Foster. The ship was 
commissioned on May 10, 2004, and is 
currently homeported in Charleston, 
South Carolina. It is one of the most 
operationally diverse ships in the 
NOAA fleet. The ship supports fish 
habitat and population studies, seafloor 
mapping surveys, oceanographic 
studies, and maritime heritage surveys 
along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts and 
the Caribbean Sea. The ship is equipped with wet and dry laboratories as well as 
computers for data acquisition and analysis. It is used by graduate students for 
research. 

The Dr. Nancy Foster Florida 

Keys Environmental Complex 

was named after her.  



 
 

 

 

1941 - Nancy Marie Foster was born in Electra, Texas 

1969 - Received her PhD in Marine Biology from George Washington University 

- Chair of the Biology Department of Dunbarton College 

1971 - Publisher her book On the Spionidae (Polychaeta) of the Gulf of Mexico 
and Caribbean 

1972 - Published her book Freshwater Polychaetes (Annelida) of North America 

1977 -  

1978 - Deputy Director and then Director of the National Marine Sanctuary 
Program and the National Estuarine Research Reserve Program. 

1986 - 
Fisheries Service (NMFS). 

1993 - Received Department of Commerce Gold Award 

1997 - Became deputy assistant administrator of NMFS.  

- The Dr. Nancy Foster Habitat Conservation Award was established to 
recognize exceptional achievement and dedication to habitat conservation 
in the coastal and marine environment. 

1998 - Vice-chair of the World Commission for Protected Areas 

1999 - Marine Transportation System Task Force and the NOAA University of 
New Hampshire joint Hydrographic Center built 
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