Nancy Marie Foster (marine biologist and oceanographer)

(1941 — June 27,2000)

Nancy Marie Foster was the Assistant Administrator of the National Ocean Service
(NOS) from 1998 until her untimely death in 2000. The NOS is one of six major
divisions of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). It is
the nation’s most comprehensive coastal agency with world-class expertise in
science, technology, and management. Dr. Foster was a visionary leader who
helped lay the groundwork for today’s network of national marine sanctuaries and
national estuarine research reserves. She received her bachelor’s degree from Texas
Woman’s University and her MS in Marine Biology from Texas Christian
University. Her PhD in Marine Biology was from George Washington University.
She started her career at NOAA in 1977 and quickly rose to Director of the
Sanctuary and Reserves Program. In the mid-1980s, she became chief of the
National Marine Fisheries Services (NMFS) Office of Protected Resources where
she established the Habitat Restoration Center, the NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office,
and various marine mammal programs. Her vision and dedication to the
environment helped bring NOAA into the modern era of coastal resource
management and conservation.

Her science journey began when Nancy Marie Foster was born in Electra, Texas
in 1941. Not much is known about her childhood, but she attended college at the
Texas Woman’s University in Denton, Texas. She then got her MS in Marine
Biology at Texas Christian University (TCU). She was an associate at the
Smithsonian Institution in the late 1960°s and did a portion of her dissertation
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the Smithsonian. She
wrote several papers
on polychaetes at
George Washington
University.
Polychaetes are a
diverse and abundant
group of segmented
worms. They are
commonly known

as bristle
worms because of their characteristic hairs called 'chaetae'. Nancy received her
PhD in Marine Biology from George Washington University in 1969.

Also, at that time she was appointed Chair of the Biology Department of the
Dunbarton College of the Holy Cross, a now-defunct private woman’s college
sponsored by the Sisters of the Holy Cross located in Washington, D.C. Moreover,
she was still associated with the
Smithsonian Institution. One of her
students was Cynthia Ahearn, an
American echinodermologist and a
museum specialist at the Smithsonian
Institution. During her term as Chair
of the Biology Department, Nancy
wrote a book called Freshwater
Polychaetes (Annelida) of North
America in 1972.

In 1977, Nancy joined NOAA. First, she worked at NOAA’s Research and
Development Office. Then she worked for nine years as the Deputy Director and
then Director of the National Marine Sanctuary Program and the National
Estuarine Research Reserve Program. Much of the success of the sanctuary



program can be attributed to her tenure in the early years of the sanctuary program
and through her long-term support and advocacy.

The NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries serves as the trustee for a
network of underwater parks encompassing more than 629,000 square miles of
marine and Great Lakes waters from Washington state to the Florida Keys, and
from Lake Huron to American Samoa. The network includes a system of 18
national marine sanctuaries and Papahanaumokuakea and Rose Atoll marine
national monuments.

i

=y,

G,

Olympic Coast @ " Thunder Bay
a Wisconsin ° @ LakeOntario
?ﬂDWTECk ok @ Stellwagen Bank

@ Mallows Bay-Potomac River
Vior a
Chum: @ Monitor
C

- 3 hannel
ahanaumokuakea Jer Garden Banks @ Gray's Reef

@ Florida Keys

Y Hawaiian Islands
Humpback Whale

American Samoa (U.S.)

f3 ¥ -
In 1986, she became the director of the Office of Protected Resources in NOAA’s
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). The Office of Protected Resources
includes programs in “Endangered Species Conservation and Recovery”, “Marine
Mammal Conservation and Management”, “Sea Turtle Conservation and
Management”, and “Marine Life Health and Stranding Response”.

In 1993, she received a Department of Commerce Gold Medal - NOAA is a part of
the Department of Commerce. The Gold Medal is the highest honor granted by the
Secretary of Commerce for distinguished and exceptional performance.

In 1997, she became deputy assistant administrator of NMFS, the National Marine
Fisheries Service. She established NOAA’s Chesapeake Office in Annapolis,
Maryland and charged it with safeguarding Chesapeake Bay. She also created
NOAA'’s Office of Habitat Conservation. The Office of Habitat Conservation
protects and restores habitat to sustain fisheries, recover protected species, and
maintain resilient coastal ecosystems and communities. Their approach to habitat



conservation is collaborative and uses sound science in support of major mandates
like the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery and Conservation Management Act, the
Endangered Species Act, and the Oil Pollution Act. They focus their efforts on the
benefit of marine resources and coastal communities. They work in partnerships
with local, state, federal governments, private entities, and non-governmental

organizations. %\
N
In 1997, Nancy was the first recipient of the Dr. ’ 4 |
Nancy Foster Award for Habitat Conservation, g LloGialiNy

given to her in recognition of her work in
establishing the Office of Habitat Conservation.

Nancy also created the National Marine
Mammal Tissue Bank, opening new doors to

marine science and management. She was also a

key player in developing the Marine Mammal

Health and Stranding Act, which established the Marine Mammal Stranding
Network. The U.S. Marine Mammal Stranding Response Network responds to live
stranded, sick, injured, out of habitat, or entangled marine mammals, and

T Aas ey TR B investigates dead stranded marine
P " mammals.

~ As Deputy assistant administrator
| of NMFS, she also received

, praises from conservationists for

her measures to protect Snake

River salmon and winter-run

Chinook salmon.
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X In 1997, Dr. James Baker, the

former administrator of NOAA, asked Nancy to be the new head of the National
Ocean Service (NOS). During her tenure at NOS, she increased its strength and
stature and positioned NOS to lead the nation in coastal stewardship. She built
pivotal partnerships within NOAA and the marine community including the
congressionally mandated Marine Transportation System Task Force and the
NOAA University of New Hampshire joint Hydrographic Center in 1999. In 1998



she was named Vice-chair for the World Commission on Protected Areas. In 1999,
she received a Presidential Rank Award for Meritorious Service for her overall
outstanding marine conservation leadership for the nation.

Throughout her career, Nancy supported mentoring, diversity, and fair and equal
treatment of all people in the workplace. She regularly reached out to institutions
that historically served minority students.

In the spring of 2000, the Dr. Nancy Foster Florida Keys Environmental Center
was opened in her honor. The Environmental Center located in Key West, Florida
includes an
interagency visitor
center, as well as
administrative and

| operational facilities

for the Florida Keys
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NANCY FOSTER 5 anctuarv. She
Elirst ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLEX s 5 ) ry. S
RN N = received the Fred M.
Packard Award to

i recognize her work
in establishing marine protected areas. This international merit award is given by
the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) World Commission on
Protected Areas (WCPA)and was named after Fred Packard who served as the

Secretary to the World Commission on Protected Areas in the early 1970’s.

Nancy died at her home in Baltimore, Maryland on June 27,2000 after a yearlong
battle with brain cancer. She was 59 years old. Just the month before, she had
married another prominent marine animal scientist, Dr. Joseph R. Geraci. Dr.
Geraci was a pioneer in marine mammal medicine and conservation. Upon her
death, Senator Fritz Hollings (D-SC) published a tribute in the Congressional
Record to honor Nancy’s contributions to marine science.



The Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program was introduced in Congress and signed
into law on November 13,2000. The program was introduced by Senator Hollings
(D-SC) with co-sponsors Snowe (R-ME), Kerry (D-MA), Stevens (R-AK), Inouye
(D-HI), Breaux (D-LA), and Cleland (D-GA). The program was introduced by
Representative Saxton (R-NJ-3) with Representative Farr (DCA-17) as the co-
sponsor in the House. This scholarship is named for Dr. Nancy Foster as a tribute
to her outstanding contributions in advancing NOAA's mission through her
leadership, mentorship, and her lifelong passion for marine science.

The Nancy Foster Scholarship Program provides support for independent graduate-
level studies in oceanography, marine biology, or maritime archaeology (including
all science, engineering, social science and resource management of ocean and
coastal areas).
This program
1s administered
through the
NOAA Office
of National

- Marine
Sanctuaries as
~  mandated by
the National
Marine
Sanctuaries
Act.

The Dr. Nancy
Foster Scholarship Program supports graduate students, particularly women and
minority students, who are studying marine science, marine archaeology, marine
social science and resource management, and other relevant disciplines. NOAA’s
Office of National Marine Sanctuaries manages the program and offers up to two
years of support to master’s students and up to four years of support to doctoral
students. Through 2017, 89 percent of Dr. Nancy Foster scholars have been women
and 17 percent are minorities. Ninety-three percent of the former scholars currently
work in a STEM field.

HER LEGACY

Dr. Nancy Foster would be remembered for laying the groundwork for today’s
network of national marine sanctuaries and national estuarine research reserves.



She will be remembered for her support for diversity and fair and equal treatment
of all people in the workplace.

The Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program provides support for independent
graduate-level studies in oceanography, marine biology, and maritime archeology.

The Dr. Nancy Foster Habitat Conservation Award was established in 1997 to
recognize exceptional achievement and dedication to habitat conservation in the
coastal and marine environment.

The Nancy Foster (R-252) is an
oceanography vessel named after Dr.
Nancy Foster. The ship was
commissioned on May 10, 2004, and is
currently homeported in Charleston,
South Carolina. It is one of the most
operationally diverse ships in the
NOAA fleet. The ship supports fish
habitat and population studies, seafloor
mapping surveys, oceanographic
studies, and maritime heritage surveys
along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts and
the Caribbean Sea. The ship is equipped with wet and dry laboratories as well as
computers for data acquisition and analysis. It is used by graduate students for
research.

The Dr. Nancy Foster Florida
Keys Environmental Complex
\ was named after her.
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HER SCIENCE JOURNEY

1941 - Nancy Marie Foster was born in Electra, Texas
1969 - Received her PhD in Marine Biology from George Washington University
- Chair of the Biology Department of Dunbarton College

1971 - Publisher her book On the Spionidae (Polychaeta) of the Gulf of Mexico
and Caribbean

1972 - Published her book Freshwater Polychaetes (Annelida) of North America
1977 - Worked at NOAA’s Research and Development Office

1978 - Deputy Director and then Director of the National Marine Sanctuary
Program and the National Estuarine Research Reserve Program.

1986 - Director of the Office of Protected Resources in NOAA’s National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS).

1993 - Received Department of Commerce Gold Award
1997 - Became deputy assistant administrator of NMFS.

- The Dr. Nancy Foster Habitat Conservation Award was established to
recognize exceptional achievement and dedication to habitat conservation
in the coastal and marine environment.

1998 - Vice-chair of the World Commission for Protected Areas

1999 - Marine Transportation System Task Force and the NOAA University of
New Hampshire joint Hydrographic Center built

- Received a Presidential Rank Award for Meritorious Service for her
overall outstanding marine conservation leadership for the nation.

2000 - Married Dr. Joseph R. Geraci in May



- The Dr. Nancy Foster Florida Keys Environmental Complex was named
after her in the spring

- Received the Fred M. Packard Award for her work in establishing marine
protected areas

- Died at the age of 59 years old in June

- The Dr. Nancy Foster Scholarship Program was introduced in Congress
and signed into law in November

2004 - The Nancy Foster (R-252) was commissioned
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