Linda Cynthia Atienza (environmental and pesticides chemist)

Linda Cynthia Atienza works as a pesticides chemist at Torrent Laboratory, Inc. in
Milpitas, California. She has been working there as a pesticides chemist since
2011. Linda has a BS degree in Chemistry from the University of Santo Tomas
(UST) in Manila, Philippines. UST is a Dominican Institution of learning founded
in 1611 and is the oldest university in the Philippines and Asia.

Her science journey began when Linda Cynthia Atienza was born in Manila in
1951. She was raised in the Pandacan area of Manila and attended St. Joseph
School of Pandacan for . NP AR R ﬁ' = :
kindergarten, elementary, ESSUERSFERT -

and high school i
education. She received
honorable mention
honors and first in
religion honors in high
school. She is the second
child of Bienvenido
Briones Atienza of San

Jose Batangas and
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Gavina Mendoza Remo
of Batangas City,
Batangas. She didn’t have any mentors, but she knew she wanted to be a chemistry




teacher like her teacher in high school. That’s why she enrolled at UST for a
chemistry degree after high school.

At UST, she was not at the top of the class but was able to finish the 5-year course
and graduated on time.

WORK AFTER COLLEGE

It took her 7 months to find a job after college. Her first job was as a food analyst
at Purefoods in Marikina. She also worked at Philippines Meat Corporation
(PIMECO) and Golden Country Farms (makers of dressed chickens and animal
feeds). She also worked as a QA chemist at InterPhil, a pharmaceutical company.

In 1987, her parents petitioned her, and she was able to immigrate to the United
States. To establish local experience in the US, she worked at jobs not related to
chemistry. Then in 1989, she was able to get a job as an Herbicide analyst at the
Florida Department of Health and Rehabilitation Services. When she moved to
California, she worked at Mid Pacific Environmental Laboratory in Sunnyvale.
She worked at Mid Pacific Environmental Laboratory for 5 years then moved to
Inchcape Environmental Laboratory for one year. Then she worked at ChromaLab
Inc.(now called Test America for 9 years). She met her husband Dennis Sebastion
Mayugba at Chroma Lab.
Dennis is the youngest of
| the 7 children of Isabelo
Mayugba, a Filipino from
Mangaldan, Pangasinan
and Flora Aerola, a
Basque from San

g~ Scbastian, Spain. Dennis
was born and raised in
Blythe, Sacramento,
California. He was a
scholar and biochemistry
graduate of the University
of Pacific in Stockton, California. They got married on August 9, 2008.

Unfortunately he passed away in December 2023 after a short illness.



Currently, Linda is working as a pesticides chemist at Torrent Laboratory, Inc. She
has worked for this company for the past 13 '4 years. She now trains other co-
workers on running their new Thermo Fisher Electrochemical detector (ECD) and
Flame Ionization detector (FID). She also does Method Developments to improve
their analytical procedures. At this point she feels that she has reached her career
goal of becoming a chemist in the environmental business. She plans to work for
another five years and then enjoy life to the fullest by traveling.

WORK-LIFE BALANCE

Although she didn’t have any
children, she helped her sister raise
her 5 kids. With the help of their
mother who lived to 100 years old,
she and her sister were able to divide
their time between work and home.
They usually attend Filipino events
with dinner and dance. They like the
idea of helping the community with
fundraising and enjoying themselves.
They recently attended the
Filipiniana event hosted by the
Livermore Filipino-American
Organization, Inc. with some of their

friends.

ADVICE TO NEW GRADUATES

Her advice to new chemists and scientists is to work hard and never stop looking
for opportunities.

HOW TO GET GIRLS INTERESTED IN SCIENCE

Tell them that scientists get more job opportunities and better pay.



HER SCIENCE JOURNEY
1951- Linda Cynthia Atienza was born in Manila in 1951
1963- Graduated from St. Joseph Elementary School in Pandacan, Manila

1967- Graduated from St. Joseph High School in Pandacan, Manila with
Honorable Mention honors

1972-Received BS in Chemistry degree from UST
-Worked at her first job as a food analyst at Purefoods
19xx -Worked at Philippines Meat Corporation (PIMECO)
19xx -Worked at Golden Country Farms
19xx -Worked at InterPhil, a pharmaceutical company in the Philippines
1987- Immigrated to the US

1989-Worked as a Herbicide analyst at Florida Department of Health and
Rehabilitation Services

19xx -Moved to California and worked at Mid Pacific Environmental Lab
19xx -Worked at Inchcape Environmental Laboratory
19xx-Worked at Chromalab Inc. (now called Test America)

2011- Worked at her current job as a pesticides chemist at Torrent Laboratory, Inc.
in Milpitas, California.



